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A DIALO GUE between FES T+and EARNEST 
Concerning the TI ME S. 


From Saturday, Gugult chea4th, to Cuesnayp the,17th. 1703. 


Felt pe up your Spirits, Man ! What do 
~ot Ghe*youthink the World fays of us? 

i Barneft. That we are Mad, | fuppofe 
And Huntagainit the Scent, to Run this Com- 
mon-Wealth Pufs down tono Purpofe. 

Fe/t. Something like it——— They are for hay- 
ing her Run down, but don’t like our Method ; 
esas: nok deep Mouth’d enough And 
Sports-Men fhould be Men of Spirit and Ala- 
erity ; when we go tothe Field, as.if ic were 
indiffzrent whether we went.or no. | 
‘ve Batnefi.. That fhall not alter my Purpofe — 
Be Merry and Wife, is what I have learn’d from 
my Infancy.;,and. opening too. Loud may. raile 
the Country upon us, initead of getting us Po- 
feflion of what we are in Purfuit of. .° 

Fe. They tell me. likewife,.. That \I am .too 
Seber 2. Dog, by much;,for,one of .my. Pro- 
feflion, that:L.take your Bufine(s upon mé,, and 
fall into :Politicks, when I fhould dwell upon 
Merriment ; andthat your Worfhip, who fhould 
be,aCur of Gravity by your Name, takes upon 
you to bervery Arch too frequently. 

»( Earneft. At’ssa Maxim-.of Dr. Sh-——’s, That 
ewery one that Writes lies down, which is. as much 
as. to fay; if I may be.the Reverend Dean’s Ex- 
itor, that everyone that. goes: by him may 

it- him a Kick in theBreech. As long as fomeMen 
take upon ‘emto be Authors,others willCenfure, 
and it’s: impoflible:to pleafe every ore., It’s our 
Bufinefs to-follow the Heraclitus.in King Charles 
the Second’s. Time ; and if fuch a Paper that 
was a Publick Diverfion, and receiv’d into E- 
fteem by Men. of thé greateft Judgment and 
Quality, is, not, merry enough. for-our prefent 
Gircumftances, I fhall have Reafon to think her 
Majefty’s Royal Uncle had. more Contented Sub- 
jects than She has. | 7 

Jeff. This Scribling is a Curfed thing ! —— 
Take what Side youn, will, and you hhall. befure 
- to meet with Opponents. Here’s.a Poem,in 
my hand, one would. think would. be taken as 
itwas honeitly defign’d. But L was.at Gara- 
way’s tother, Day; When. incomes a) certain 
Merchant, .and,calt his. Eye upon. the. Tish 
Page, and cry doit was.Stuff,, finceit was,writ- 
gen again. a.9People, by whofe..Cheapnefs. in 











Working He had got fome Thoufands. . Hey 


day, cry’d another, what have we got here? 
The True-Born 
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This Fellow fmellsof a Piltory ; He's for fend= 
ing..the belt Proteftants we have amongft us 
over to the French Shambles in the Cevennesao 
il] buy it on purpofe to Stifle it. 

Earneft, Then it feems it does “Scil—This 
Scandal is a. Bewitching thing, efpecially when 
it is drefs'd up in, Poetry- Truly I am 
of his Opinion, That the Way to Conquer France 
ts not to keep the Frenchmen here. They may be 
ferviceable abroad, and it is indifpenfably ne- 
ceflary they fhould, and if the Alliance with Se- 
voy goes forward, we can makea Diverfion by 
pouring in Troops that way into the Heart of 
France, as fhall quickly bring Lewis the rath 
to Fermsof Agreement. _ | 

Jef.-But this Alliance muft be firft . made. 
That Duke has at this time, Six Thoufand 
Men actually in Arms againft the Emperor in 
ftaly, is under the ftricteft Tyes tothe Crowns of 
France and Spain, by the. Marriage of his two 
Daughters, and by the Scituation of his Coun- 
try, lies in fuch a manner, as to be Surrounded 
by the Forces of thefe two Potentates. 

Earneft. And what of all this? Are not His 
Imperial Majefty’s Offers of Greater Confe- 
Guence-to Him? Is not that Prince a Man ofthe 
Greateft Ambition, a True Italtan that has his 
lotereft always in View, and will undoubtedly 
prefer a Crown, and fach large Additions to his 
own Verritories, as. are faid to be Granted Him 
in the Foreign Prints, .to Fifty thoufand Crowns 
a Month, Stipulated to: him by the French King 
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in his laft Treaty.. 

Feft.. Bus: where is this Crown, and the large 
Territories you talk of? Has not his Son in 
Law, the King, of Spain, taken actual Pofleffi- 
on. of °em? Have not the States of every’ in: 
dividual Country, Sworn Homage to Him, and 
can you think that he will be fuch a Chicken 
as.to. Compliment his Father-in-Law with the 
Grant of ‘em? No, no, his French Tutors have 
taught him other. Doétrines, and in my Opini- 
on, it will he very difficult’ for, the Duke ‘of 
Savoy.to Difengage himfelf from the French 


lntereft 5 or, if,he fhould, to obtain the Ends 
he propofe Buea lal hg 

3 Larneft, Ne at all — Nice and Villa Franca, 

Two Comr odious Sea. Pofts will be open to us 
then ; aad we by the Means of a good Fist iff 
the AMediter‘anean, can furnifl: him with a 
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afid Monéy in Abundance. Twenty thoufand 
Men from all the Confederates joyn’d with his 
own Troops againft the Dutchy of Alan, 
will foon bring it under his Obedience; and 
the Army of the Two Crowns will find /taly 
too hot for ’em, provided this Alliance be true, 
which comes from fo many Hands, that we have 
almoft no Room to doubt it. | 

Feft. 1 mult fufpend my Belief, till it comes 
Confirm’d. We fhall have but an Indifferent 
Allie in fuch a Prince at the beit. And you 
remember how he trick’d us Jaft War. He 
gave us the Go-by, and left us to (hift for our 
felves, and get out of his Country as well as 
we could once already, and I fhould fcarce 
be one of thofe that were for Trufting him 
again. But Matters.of State do not belong to 
my Province ; and either there is no fuch thing 
in Agitation, or if there is, thofe who are 
Managers of it are well aflur’d of the Prince’s 
Fidelity they deal with. | 

Earneft. You fhould have confider’d the Rea- 
fon that made him depart from this Alliance 
of his, before you Upbraided him for it. Some 
of the late Miniftry were too Intent in Scrape- 
ing up Money for themfelves, to take care of 
his Remittances; and I am well affui’d, that 
had not we firft fail’d in our Payments, He 
would not have Deferted us, while he had a 
Foot of Land in his own Country left him. 
But matters are quite otherwife now, and we 
have nothing to expect from fuch an Advanta- 
gious Alliance, lefs than bringing the Exorbi- 
tant Power of the Houfe of Bourbon into its 
due Bounds. 

Felt. Credat Fudeus Apelles, non Ego. 1 am 
a mere Infidel, at the fame time that [ wih ic 
heartily. But to defcend a Step lower, and 
come into our own Sphere again. Is all thar 
is faid of Mr. De Foe in the True. Born Hugonot 
Truth? The two Land Free-booters I fee, 
Wilkins and Bradford, have made bold with it, 
and their Kennel of Hawkers make a Bloody 
Noife with it. In my Opinion it’s very Bar- 
barous to treat a Man in Confinement after this 
Nature. 

Earneft. He deferves ten Times worfe. The 
Poet has been too Modeft both in relation to 
him and his Patty ;and had [been concern’d in 
the Conduct of it, he fhould have carried it 
on farther, and Expatiated where he had fuch 
2 Field to work in. All the Rancour and 
Spleen the Man under Confinement was Mafter 
of, was at our Service, ond it’sa great Pity his 
Antagonift had not had alittle more at his. 

Jeft. You have heard, without doubt, of the 
Difcovery of the Manthat Kill’d the Confta- 
ble in Aday Fair, after the Butcher of Glox- 
ceffer was Hang’d for it. Of his lying in 
State in Clerkenwel, and Honeft Paul's Funeral 
Sermon over him, after he had made him Rhime 
with the Bellman in the Condemn‘d Hole, and 
Tortur’d him with the Rehearfal of his own 
Lamentable Metre. I took Paul for a Cunning- 
er Fellow —— He muft needs have imagin’d the 
World would fufpes him for the Author of 
‘em.-and if he had the leaft knowledge of Af- 
fairs of that Nature, would never have infert- 
ed fuch unfortunate Couplets in a Paper where 
the Heads of his Sermon made fucha Figure. 
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Earneff. Poor Cook! 1 heartily pity hit 
Tho’ at the fame time this fhameful Bnd ¢ 
his may be of great Moment to the Salvation 
of his Soul, for hedemean’d himfelf 
ly under Sentence of Condemnation, and was 
as Exemplary in his Sorrows for his Sing, as 
he had been for the Commiflion of cm. But 
where can his Accufers make Amends to hig 
poor Widdowd and Orphan Family for the 
Lofs of a Husband and Father? in what can 
they fufficiently Ariwer for being the Occa. 
fions of his Death? ©. . 

Jeff. Arraign ‘em for Perjury! And make 
em Examples, to deter others from the like 
wicked Prattices. Qat.’s Nut. Crackers fhould 
be the Inheritance of fuch.as Commit Oaes’s 
Crimes; though,.now | think on’t, frife Bvi- 
dences Swear. on purpofe to get Money, and 
can pay their Fines no otherwite than’ by keep- 
ing ona Stone Doublet during their Lives. 

Earncft. The more is the Misfortane of his 
poor Widdow and Children. They have no 
Redrefs forthe Sufferings they are like to un- 
dergo by having their oniy Support fhatchd 
from ’em by an untimely Death. As for Prea 
fion the Maiter of the Bear-Garden’s being at 
the Charge of fuch an Expenfive Burying, he 
had done an Act of greater Charity by Wa 
ing what was fuperfiuous and above the Rank 
of the Deceas’d, on his Family that Surviv'd 
him, rather than Affronting a Government that 
had thought him worthy of Death. 

Jest. Truly fo he had—— But thofe fort of 
Fellows mind nothing but Shew. It’s their owa 
Reputation they aim at, while they are feeming 
to advance that of another. Tho’ I cannot but 
admire that Preffon fhould be the only Man to 
take this Charge upon him, when the Deceas’ 
in his Laft Dying Words, had reprefented 
Things put in practice at his Houfe, to be un. 
lawful, and offenfive to God Almighty. Cer. 
tainly Paul gave rs a Lift in that 

Earn. A Man of his Learning may do much, 
and without doubt in his Pusehd Dram a! 
mongft the other Virtues of the Deceasd, he 
did not forget fticking in a Panegyrick on hig 
Poctry, he being Known to beno{mall Admirer 
of his own Works. But we are come to the 
End of our Thread; and having jump'd from a 
Poet to a Duke, and fall’n from a Duke to com. 
ment upon a Butcher, ’tis high time we heuld 
get into the Road again, -and jog Homewards, 

Feft. Agreed--- They that would pleafe U- 
niverfally, muft not dwell upon one Subjeét, 
Variety of Tempers requires variety of Dif. 
courfe, and every one is not a Statefman that 
fticks a Pipe-in his Jaws, and reads our Dia- 
logue over a Dith of Coffee. Any Thefis for 
me that does not {mell of the Nut-Crackers, 














From this to that, our Bufine/s is to 
Not fink, too lowly, nor head bee m 
Berween Extreams a Medjum muft be taken, 
And cautious Methods usd, to fave our Bacon, 
Left a late Fury fam'd for \gnoramus, 
Should defer doing Right to Latter Lammas ; 
Left they for words perverted (howd Indit us, 
“ind make our Laughing, Weeping Aeracliess, 





